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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A method for connecting no more than a plurality of 
customers sharing a common interest and using a domain accessible through a 
communications network, each of said plurality having a billing address and an account 
associated with a service provider, said service provider communicatively linked to said 
domain, said method comprising: 

notifying said each of said plurality about said domain by including information 
in a billing statement for said each of said plurality; 

providing said each of said plurality with access to said domain; [[and]] 
providing said each of said plurality with a customer profile questionnaire; 
receiving responses to said questionnaire from at least a portion of said plurality 
of customers; and 

allowing at least a subset of said portion of said plurality of customers giving 
common answers to said questionnaire to communicate with each other using said 
domain while not disclosing true identity of each customer of said subset to others of said 
plurality by randomly a s sociating, through operation of a server, s aid true identity of 3aid 
each customer of said subset with a re s pective alias, said alias being made available to 
othcrs - of - said -s ub s e frt o - id e nt t fy respective ones of s aid subset . 
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2. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein said notifying further includes mailing 
said billing statement to each of said plurality. 

3. (original) The method of claim 2 wherein said notifying further includes 
providing said plurality with a universal resource locator (URL), said URL for allowing 
said plurality access to said domain. 

4. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein said access means includes a server 
associated with a URL and made available to said plurality of customers, said server 
facilitating access to said domain by said plurality. 

5. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein said addresses are used in establishing 
said subset of said plurality. 

6. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein said domain is only accessible to those 
of said plurality sharing said common interest. 

7. (original) The method of claim 6 wherein said providing further requires that said 
each of said plurality enter a password to gain access to said domain. 

8. (canceled) 
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9. (currently amended) A system for allowing no more than a plurality of 
customers s haring a common interest to communicate over a network, said system 
comprising: 

a service provider having an account with each of said plurality; 

a domain associated with said service provider for allowing said each of said 
plurality to communicate with each other ; 

billing means controlled by said service provider for invoicing each said account; 

notification means associated with said billing means for informing said each of 
said plurality about said domain and for providing said each of said plurality with a 
customer profile questionnaire ; [[and]] 

means for receiving responses to said questionnaire from at least a portion of said 
plurality and for allowing at least a subset of said portion of said plurality giving common 
answers to said questionna ir e to communicate with each othe r usin g said domain; and 

a server associated with said domain for allowing said each of said plurality 
subset to access said domain upon authentication; 
wherein s aid server further compri s e s? 

authentication mean s for allowing at lca3t one of s aid plurality to e s tabli s h it s 

identity; and 

a s s ocia t ing means for mapping said identity to an alias randomly - generated an d 

chosen by said server and as s ociated with said at least one of said plurality, said alias 
being made available to other of 3aid plurality having acce s s to said domain, s aid alias 
further concealing true identity of 3aid at lca3t one of said plurality . 
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1 0. (currently amended) The system of claim 9 wherein said server further 
comprises: 

authentication means for allowing at least one of said subset to establish its 
identity; and 

associating means for mapping said identity to an alias randomly-generated and 
chosen by said server and associated with said at least one of said subset, said alias being 
made available to other of said subset having access to said domain, said alias further 
concealing true identity of said at least one of said subset; 

storage means for archiving said domain and information about said at least one 
of said plurality subset and said other of said plur a lit y subset having access to said 
domain; and 

interaction means for allowing said other of said plurality subset having access to 
said domain to communicate with each other and with said at least one of said plurality 
subset using their respective aliases. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A computer-readable medium containing a plurality of 
instructions that, when executed by at least one processor, causes said at least one 
processor to perform a method for inter-connecting through a communications network 
no more than a plurality of customers who are associated with a service provider-arid 
share a common interest , said method comprising: 

providing each of said plurality of customers with a customer profile 
questionnaire; 
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receiving responses to said questionnaire from at least a portion of said p lurality 
of customers; 

allowing a subset of said portion ofsaid plurality of customers giving common 
answers to said questionnaire to have access to a domain associated with said service 
provider; 

accepting data from at least one of said subset of said portion of said plurality of 
customers, 

verifying a true identity of said at least one of said subset of said portion of said 
plurality of customers based upon at least a portion of said data; 

mapping said true identity to an alias associated with said at least one of said 
subset of said portion of said plurality of customers; and 

allowing others of said subset of said portion of said plurality of customers with 
access to said domain to have access only to said alias while keeping said true identity in 
confidence. 

12. (original) The method of claim 1 1 further comprising: 

notifying said plurality of customers about said domain by including information 
in a billing statement associated with said service provider. 

13. (original) The method of claim 1 1 further including storing said domain and 
information about those of said plurality of customers having access to said domain. 
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1 4. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein said allowing said domain 
access and said allowing said alias access include[[s]] a server coupled to said 
communications network. 

1 5. (original) The method of claim 14 wherein said at least one of said plurality of 
customers uses a web browser to access said domain. 

1 6. (currently amended) A data display for displaying information about a domain to 
a customer associated with a service provider, said customer having been notified about 
an address associated with said domain by said service provider by way of a billing 
statement, said domain being made available to said customer for facilitating 
communication with persons having a common interest with said customer, said data 
display comprising: 

a logon field for receiving input data from said customer, said input data for 
establishing an identity of said customer; 

an alias field for displaying an alias associated with said customer, said alias 
further being made available to persons having access to said domain and sharing said 
common interest with said customer; and 

a selection field for allowing said customer to choose a topic of interest, said topic 
of interest being identified by said customer responding to questions in a customer profile 
questionnaire presented by said service provider to said customer on said data display and 
being linked to at least a subset of said persons sharing said common interest with said 
customer. 
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17. (currently amended) A method for enabling each customer in a plurality of 
customers of a service provider to determine if other customers in said plurality have one 
or more interests in common with said each customer and to anonymously communicate 
over a network with certain of said other customers having said interests in common, said 
method comprising: 

notifying said each customer by way of its respective billing statement from said 
service provider about a common domain in said network over which anonymous 
communication may take place and providing said each customer with a customer profile 
questionnaire ; [[and]] 

receiving responses to said questionnaire from at least a portion of said plurality 
of customers; 

providing a subset of said portion of said plurality of customers giving common 
answers to said questionnaire s aid each customer with access to said domain and giving 
each in said subset access to information about said interests of said other customers in 
said subset to permit said anonymous communication between said each customer in said 
subset and said certain of 3aid other customers in said subset said anonymous 
communication resulting from a like plurality of aliases each generated randomly by a 
server for, respectively, a different one of said pl urality subset of customers, whereby 
said each customer in said subset knows said aliases and not true identities of said certain 
of s aid other customers in said subset . 
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